MINUTES
St. Andrew the Apostle

Pastoral Advisory Council (PAC)
Monday, November 12, 2007 -- 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Don Whitlatch, Dave Johnson, Norah Caton, Sandra Messer, Mike Swanson, Bill Keilen, Kathy Dinolfi, Ryan Whitlatch, Marcia Kennedy, Tanya Supenski, Jim Bauman, John James, Joseph Jenson, Adrianna Amato, Terry Buser, David Runyan, Dolly Echeverria, Mike Carr, Butch Ekstrom, Fr. Rick, Fr. John, Julie Schlarmann
Excused: Amy Ortiz
Absent: None
Opening prayer and reflection was led by Adrianna Amato.
Formation & Discussion: Parish Vitality & Excellence – Fr. John
Fr. John asked everyone to think about and discuss the positive and negative changes that have occurred in the Catholic Church since Vatican II.
Positive:
· Participation is invited at mass

· Collegiality (decision-making process) and subsidiarity (allowing lowest levels of ability to make decisions)

· Great strides in Ecumenism

· Recognition of laity as a force (empowerment)

· Universal call to holiness seen in a general way

· Better understanding of Baptismal call to the priesthood of Jesus

· Better educated laity

· Variety of models/images

· More and varied ministries/outreach

Negative:

· Division over language

· Fewer Catholic schools

· Drop in vocations

· Sexual abuse scandals

· “Open parishes”

· Lack of reverence during the liturgy (dress, level of engagement)

· Divorce seems to be a factor in people leaving the church, children not being confirmed, etc. (cultural factor)

***ACTION ITEM: For the next meeting PSC members are asked to be prepared to discuss what caused them to become engaged in the church.

Pastor’s Comments – Fr. John
· The addition of the Sophia Ministry is very positive for the parish.
· The Youth Ministry 2nd Sunday activity is very popular and is speaking to a need.

Pastoral Director’s Comments – Butch Ekstrom
The prayer garden is complete. Many thanks to Mike Swanson for his insight and help upon completion of the project.

Thanks to the many PAC members who have shared support and input over the past months.

The two largest events for the parish, Halloween Fest. and Unique Boutique happened and went well.

Planning is underway for the parish mission February 9-11. Ideas are welcome.

Works continues on researching strategic planning models.

The guidelines for ministries are in place.

Two articles about parish vitality and excellence were shared with the group.

On January 30th, diocesan staff will explain incorporation of parishes as separate from the diocesan corporation.

Finance Update – Butch Ekstrom

· The budget is on-track.

· The finance committee is preparing the ’06-’07 budget report for the parish.
· The finance committee is in need of two members.
Provisional Ministries at St. Andrew

David Runyan reported that 70 women attended the informational meeting in September for the new Sophia Ministry. The ministry, headed up by Bobbie Lipman and Julie Turner, is helping other ministries with various projects and offering team building type activities for the new members. The ministry will feature spiritual, service and social components for all women of the parish.

Mike Carr indicated that the Men’s Spirituality group began meeting in December and expanded in the spring. Each man gets a binder of information about the ministry and spiritual opportunities. Recently they organized an activity called Spiritual Soul Brothers featuring Fr. Vernon Meyer. The monthly meetings feature topics which are reflected on and discussed by those in attendance.

Stewardship Weekends in November – Fr. Rick

A mailing was sent to parishioners about time and talent. The theme is “Take Stock in Your Parish.” Stewardship activities that will be ongoing or held annually include the ministry appreciation weekend, the ministry fair and the stewardship campaign.
Roundtable/Ministry Reports
For a complete report, the PAC minutes and individual BOG minutes are posted on the St. Andrew website under the “Community Life/Pastoral Council” tab.
· There have been some complaints about parking issues recently because of events overlapping with masses.

· There are concerns about the new format for the Giving Tree. (i.e.: location of gifts, security, etc.)
· Upcoming Called to Protect sessions are Nov. 15 and Dec. 10.

· Kathleen Chesto will present “Advent and the Family” on Dec. 6th.

· There are 24 RCIA candidates.

· People get upset when church is locked. Is there a way to address that issue? One suggestion was to include signage on the church doors about the prayer garden.
· About 20 people have participated in the LIMEX program. Another cycle of the session will begin soon.

· The Liturgical Ministries received a good response from the ministry fair.

· There are concerns about mass changes on Christmas Eve.

· Staff and volunteers attended a stewardship conference in Miami Beach recently.

· UNITAS will begin in January.

· The next Habitat for Humanity build will begin in mid-January near downtown Chandler.

· Some parents are concerned about the First Communion/Confirmation changes.

· The Befrienders ministry will have an informational meeting Nov. 14.

· Ministries and staff need to contact those interested in becoming involved in a timely manner.
The meeting was adjourned with a closing prayer by Kathy Dinolfi.
Submitted by,

Don Whitlatch
Pastoral Advisory Council Chairperson
