MINUTES
St. Andrew the Apostle

Pastoral Advisory Council (PAC)
Monday, January 8, 2007 -- 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Don Whitlatch, Dave Johnson, Norah Caton, Sandra Messer, Mike Swanson, Bill Keilen, Mary Marsh, Amy Ortiz, Kathy Dinolfi, Ryan Whitlatch, Tanya Supenski, Marcia Kennedy, Casey Mahoney, Butch Ekstrom, Fr. Rick, Fr. Joe, Julie Schlarmann
Excused: Amy Ortiz, Cara Husk, Jim Bauman, Joseph Urban, Jim Baumann
Absent: Dolly Echieverria, Rosie Aldini,
Opening prayer and reflection was led by Fr. Joe.
Fr. Joe discussed his retirement from St. Andrew the Apostle. He indicated priests from the Phoenix diocese can apply for the position or an Order could take over. The process will take place through the diocesan priest personnel board. An announcement of the new pastor will come in early spring. A transition team is being formed within the parish.

Pastor Transition – open discussion

Butch Ekstrom shared information about what will be needed from the transition committee. There will be two components: 1) the transition/retirement process; 2) the appointment of new pastor. Some people, staff members and parishioners, have been identified to help with this committee. Additional volunteers will be needed to help. Information about opportunities will be available in the narthex and in the bulletin in the upcoming weeks.
A parish prospectus/history will be organized for the diocesan priest personnel board with the intention that it will be forwarded to those priest-candidates interested in St. Andrew’s. Time is of the essence so PAC members were asked to reflect and seriously consider helping with this. It was noted that this project is a perfect opportunity to tell our story and about the wonderful accomplishments that have happened here. Fr. Joe has been an integral part of the great success of this parish.
Communication throughout this process is key. A special “communications group” devoted to informing parishioners and the general public will be formed as part of the transition committee. Don Whitlatch encouraged PAC members to listen to other parishioners’ thoughts and concerns. We should share information with our BOGs and ministries. It is important to emphasize the positive outcomes our parish has achieved.
Finance Report – Don Whitlatch

Plate income is good. Expenses are related to building and maintenance which was expected. Mary Marsh indicated there is new signage going up in several locations. Plans for the prayer garden are underway. It was suggested that information about these items be included in the bulletin so parishioners know how their dollars are being spent.

Roundtable/Ministry Reports
· There is a Stewardship committee planning meeting January 9.

· The S.A.M.S cookbooks are on sale now in the gift shop.

· Upcoming Adult Ed. programs include “Adult Faith Journey” and “Basic Skills for Ministry.”

· The OCIA program is underway but sponsors are needed.

· Groundbreaking for the Habitat house in Chandler is January 20.

· RE classes resume this week. There is always a need for teachers. An estimated 1,100 young people will participate in the RE programs.

· UNITAS starts this weekend.

· The PAC minutes and various BOG minutes are posted on the St. Andrew website under the “Community Life/Pastoral Council” tab.
PAC Comments (Plus/delta) – Don Whitlatch

Positive outcomes of the meeting included good information and many questions were answered.

The meeting was adjourned with a closing prayer by Sandra Messer.
Submitted by,

Don Whitlatch
Interim Chairperson -- Pastoral Advisory Council
