MINUTES
St. Andrew the Apostle

Pastoral Advisory Council (PAC)
Monday, September 8, 2008
7:00 p.m.

Present:  Don Whitlatch, Dave Johnson, Norah Caton, Mike Swanson, Marcia Kennedy, Terri Buser, Joe Jenson, Amy Ortiz, Kathy Dinolfi, Fr. John, Fr. Rick, Butch Ekstrom, Julie Schlarmann

Excused: Tanya Supenski, Jim Bauman, Adrianna Amato, Kelly Gass, Dolly Echeverria, Sandra Messer, Crystal Whitlatch, John James, Ryan Whitlatch
Guests: Lynn Ekstrom, Michael Campbell, Mary Marsh
Opening prayer and reflection was led by Dave Johnson.
Introduction of New Staff – Butch Ekstrom

· Michael Campbell is the Coordinator of Youth Liturgy and Young Adult Ministries. Currently he is part-time but will become full-time October 1.

· Lynn Ekstrom is the Coordinator of Christian Initiation Ministries, a full-time position.
Formation & Discussion/Parish Planning Process – Fr. John
A brief history of the parish was reviewed and discussed. It was noted the parish experienced extraordinary growth from approximately 225 families, when it began in 1986, to over 4100 families presently. PAC members reflected on what made this parish so appealing to so many people outside the parish boundaries. Those thoughts included: the robust adult formation program, the variety of ministries offered, hospitality, and people felt they were really part of a purpose as the parish community was built. It was also noted that in 2005, when all the parish buildings were completed, the parish began transitioning to a new phase of mission rather than maintenance.
Fr. John expressed a need to begin a pastoral planning process and proposed organizing a one-day leadership summit this fall. At this summit, participants will discuss the same ideas the staff discussed during their recent retreat: what is spirituality like in the contemporary world, factors that foster engagement in parish, community, etc. and review another extraordinary parish, similar to St. Andrew’s, to learn how they embraced the same transition we are facing. This would also be a time to review the Pastors Forming Pastors document developed in 2001.

Follow-up on Maintenance Questions from Previous Meeting – Butch Ekstrom/Mary Marsh
· Various capital improvement projects will be discussed and prioritized at the September Finance Council meeting.

· Mary discussed the temperature in church and why some zones are hotter or colder than others. The air conditioning units are regularly serviced. She estimates that some old units for the buildings on the west side will need replacement before next summer.

· The Baptistry is not working so that issue will need to be addressed.

· Since the roof was replaced last spring, it has been inspected and has not leaked.

· Butch indicated that our parish is very fortunate to have such a dedicated and knowledgeable maintenance staff. He thanked Mary, Luis and Rick for their service.
Comments on Current Mass Schedule – Don Whitlatch
· Feedback regarding the mass schedule change has been minimal. A few parishioners have indicated they prefer the 10:15 mass.
· There have been some requests to move the Sunday evening mass to 5:00.

Stewardship Fair – Butch Ekstrom/Fr. Rick
· The name is changed from Ministry Fair since we are placing more emphasis on stewardship.

· The event will take place September 27-28, with a similar carnival-type atmosphere as last year. The ministry groups will again have booths providing information about the ministries at St. Andrew’s.

· The Knights of Columbus will be doing the food.

· The liturgies that weekend will have a stewardship focus.

Finance Update – Butch Ekstrom
· The FY ’07-’08 budget recorded a surplus. The Finance Council is developing an annual report due out this fall. Fr. Rick asked if the report could be called a “stewardship report.”

· Monthly plate income trends are being followed.
Roundtable/Ministry Reports
For a complete report, the PAC minutes and individual Ministry Group minutes are posted on the St. Andrew website under the “Community Life/Pastoral Council” tab.
· The S.A.M.S ministry will have new co-chairs: Holly Forseth and Kristi Escarcega.

· Unique Boutique will begin set-up October 30. Preview night is November 6.
· The Adult Faith Opportunities brochure is now available. The ministry is particularly excited about a Lenten program called “Why Catholic.” Also a spiritual book club will forming as well.

· St. Andrew’s will be partnering with Bethany, St. Anne’s and Desert Schools CU to build the next Habitat house beginning in December/January.

· The Caring Ministries office urges parishioners to contact them if they have fallen upon hard times. The Christmas Giving Tree will serve parish families first.

· UNITAS begins September 26 with 12 couples.
The next PAC meeting is Monday, November 10.
The meeting was adjourned with a closing prayer by Fr. John.
Submitted by,

Don Whitlatch
Chairperson
Pastoral Advisory Council 

