MINUTES
St. Andrew the Apostle

Pastoral Advisory Council (PAC)
Monday, September 10, 2007
7:00 p.m.

Present:  Don Whitlatch, Dave Johnson, Norah Caton, Sandra Messer, Mike Swanson, Bill Keilen, Kathy Dinolfi, Ryan Whitlatch, Marcia Kennedy, Tanya Supenski, Jim Bauman, John James, Joseph Jenson, Terry Buser, Amy Ortiz, David Runyan, Dolly Echeverria, Joe Urban, Butch Ekstrom, Fr. Rick, Fr. John, Julie Schlarmann
Excused: None
Absent: None
Opening prayer and reflection was led by Bill Keilen.
Sharing and Q&A with Fr. John
Fr. John noted he was very impressed with the Pastors Forming Pastors document. He believes it is an amazing, unique and impressive visionary statement. He suggested the PAC consider developing that document further into a 5-year strategic plan. Each year the plan is evaluated and possibly revised and/or adjusted as needed. At the end of five years, the PAC decides if it’s a plan to further develop or if an entirely new plan needs to be developed. The PAC would be the primary keeper and evaluator of the plan. Butch Ekstrom is researching other models and processes for developing strategic plans for large religious organizations.
Fr. John also shared a couple changes that will be happening for the Advent season and Christmas Eve liturgy. First, it seems the focus of Advent has been the Giving Tree. While it is a wonderful project, the trees and thousands of gifts on the altar during that time are hard to maneuver around and tend to overtake the alter. So this year, the trees will be located on the sides of church and in the Narthex. Then the trees will be moved to Hennessey Hall where gifts will be displayed. During the third week of Advent a photo of the trees and gifts will be taken and published on the front cover of the bulletin. Since there are many activities in the social hall during that time people will still be able to see the trees and gifts as well.
Second, in an effort to better accommodate the large numbers of people, the Christmas Eve liturgies will be changed. Instead of multiple liturgies at the same time, there will be one mass in church with large television monitors and sound systems in the courtyard and social hall. There will be song leaders in both places and the Eucharist will be brought out from church. Also, instead of two children’s liturgies there will one at 6:00 p.m.

Planning for Parish Ministry Fair – Fr. Rick

The Ministry Fair will be held after all masses the weekend of September 29 & 30. Fr. Rick provided an update and a list of action items for the fair. PAC members are asked to act as greeters at the liturgies that weekend.
Pastors Forming Pastors – update on efforts – Butch Ekstrom

A brief summary of the PFP discussions, from the past year, was reviewed. There was some interest in having some adult formation discussions at the PAC meetings. Butch presented a few books and documents to serve that purpose: From Maintenance to Mission: Evangelization and the Revitalization of the Parish; Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response; and The Mission-Driven Parish.

Finance Update – Joseph Urban
· Since FY 2007-2008 just began July 1st, there isn’t too much to report for this year yet.

· The Finance Committee is getting ready to put together the financial report for the previous fiscal year.
· Overall, staff did a good job keeping on budget.
Roundtable/Ministry Reports
For a complete report, the PAC minutes and individual BOG minutes are posted on the St. Andrew website under the “Community Life/Pastoral Council” tab.
· The 14th MOMS session began last week.
· S.A.M.S is providing the baked items for the reception following the Anointing of the Sick mass September 15.

· The Sophia Ministry will hold its first organizational meeting September 25.

· UNITAS will begin its next session this weekend.

· Over 800 kids are enrolled in elementary religious education. Four more volunteers are needed to help teach the classes.

· The Angel Connection mass will be November 3.

· The Good Samaritan food drive is scheduled to distribute grocery bags November 10 & 11 and will collect food items November 17 & 18.

· Habitat for Humanity build will likely be in Mesa this year. Costs for participatory groups will increase this year.

· The Adult Education brochure is available now.

· David Runyan was selected to go through the deaconate program in the diocese.

· Ministry leaders are encouraged to invite Fr. John to their BOG meetings.

· The Liturgical/Hospitality ministries are in need of people.

· Two staff members and four volunteers will be attending the Conference of International Stewardship in Miami Beach this month.

· There will be some changes in the Gift Shop hours soon.

· The Alter Servers ministry is in need of co-chairs.

· The 2nd Sunday was a success for youth ministry.

· The Befriender training is September 23 & 24. ALL are welcome.

PAC Comments (Plus/Delta) – Don Whitlatch

Positive outcomes of the meeting included good turnout, good discussion on planning, good updates, prospect of learning about pastoral formation, the update on the ministry fair.

Negative outcomes of the meeting included the warm temperature of the room.

The meeting was adjourned with a closing prayer by Marcia Kennedy.
Submitted by,
Don Whitlatch
Chairperson

Pastoral Advisory Council 

